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RO M. xi. 22. 


Bebold therefore the Goodneſs, and Severity | of God : on them 
which fell, Severity; but towards thee, Goodneſs, if thou 
Continue in that Goodneſs : otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be 

cut off. 1 | 5 


NN this very ſerious Admonition of the Apoſtle we are alto- 


* 


8 1 gether as much concerned, as thoſe were to whom it was 


Nn written, For having ſeen and experienced the Goodneſs of 
God towards us, we alſo muſt continue in that Goodneſs by a virtuous 


uſe of it; otherwiſe, inſtead of Favour we muſt expect Severity; muſt 
expect that God will deal with us for our Perverſeneſs and Folly, as he 


did with the ſtubborn and rebellious People referred to in our Text, 
the Jeus; who having wearied his great Patience by an intolerable Abuſe 
of his Mercy, were at laſt cut off, not only from being his peculiar 
People, but from being a Nation at all. 

A 2 Conſidering 


. 4 ] 
Conſidering therefore the Admonition in our Text as equally belong- 


ing to us, let us behold on the one Hand the Goodneſs, on the other the 
Severity of God: On them that fell, Severity; but towards Us, Goodneſs, 


that by a . Conſideration of both, we may ſtill be Happy in his Fa- 


vour and Protection. 


The firſt View we are here directed to take, as it is a very pleaſing 


one, ſo it will convince us, that the Goodneſs of God has been mani- 
feſted to us in many great and valuable Inſtances. 


Firſt, and indeed principally, in making us to be his People, by bring- 
ing us from Heathen Darkneſs to the glorious Light of the Goſpel of 
' Chriſt, the Day. ſpring from on high that bas vifited us ——Alfo in mak- 
ing us a Proteſtant People, by recovering us from the groſs Errors, Ido- 


latries, and Superſtitions of Popery, in the Darkneſs of which we had 


long ſat ——Alſo in making us a free People, no leſs famed for our civil 
Liberties than for our religious Knowledge ; no leſs happy in the wiſe and 
well-adjuſted Government under Which we live, and the equitable Laws 
by which we are governed and protected, than by the Purity of our Faith, 
the excellent Order and beautiful Simplicity of our publick Worſhip. 


As by the Goodneſs and Mercy of God, we are a Chriſtian, a Pro- 
teſtant, and a free People, ſo by the ſame Goodneſs we are made to be a 
very great and powerful People, divine Providence having often interpo- 
ſed in our Favour by giving Wiſdom to our . Tony to our 
Fleets and Armies. 


The 


— 
. — 


mous; never was there a more univerſal Zeal among us, for carrying on 


£m 


The Britiſh Hiſtory, in every Age of it, ſhines with the 1ciomphy of 


our Anceſtors, and the many Deliverances God has wrought for us. We 


have heard with our Ears, and our Fathers have declared unto us, the noble 
orb God did in their Days, and in the old Time before them. We have 


alſo ſeen in our Days his noble Works, how with a mighty Hand he has 
ſcattered our Enemies before us, crowning us with Glory, while he has 
covered them with Shame and Diſgrace. 


The Victories and Triumphs, the Laurels and Trophies of Honour, 


| we have lately obtained, are ſo univerſally known, that to mention them 
on this Occaſion would be altogether needleſs. Thoſe eſpecially which 


have happened within the Compaſs of the laſt year. 80 great indeed as 
well as numerous have theſe been, that as a wiſe, powerful, and war- 
like People, our Reputation perhaps never was higher, nor the Name 


of an Engliſhman either more reſpectable in the World, or more terrible 


to our Enemies. For in what other Age have we ſhewed more undaunt- 
ed Courage, fought more deſperate Battles, gained more ſignal Victo- 


ries, not by ſea only, but by Land; iq the Eaſt, the Weſt, the South, 


and indeed in almoſt all Parts of the Earth, 


* 


v 


As divine Providence never bleſſed us with greater 308 00 abroad, ſo | 


never did we enjoy more Peace and Security at home, not only from the 
horrid Confuſions and Devaſtations of a foreign Invaſion, with which we 


have been ſo often threatened, but from Strife and Contention among 


ourſelves ; inſomuch that as we never were more courageous, never more 
victorious than now, ſo never were we known to be more unani- 


the 
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the war with Vigour, never more Chearfulneſs in bearing the Expences of 
it, never more Affection ſhewed to our moſt excellent and gracious So- 


vereign, (whom God preſerve) nor more Confidence in his paternal 
Wiſdom, and Care, or in the Wiſdom and Care, the Spirit and Re- 


ſolution of thoſe great Men, who directing our Councils, and preſi- 
ding over our Fleets and Armies, have ſo often led us on to Conqueſt 
and Glory, — And then, to this great Bleſſing, Peace, — internal Peace, 


God of his Mercy has added Plenty, having given to the Earth, Fruitfulneſs 


and Increaſe, and thereby filled us with the fineft of the Wheat, as well as 
made Peace within our Borders, 


And now, having dealt thus kindly by us in making ſo much of 


his Goodneſs 70 paſs before us; the next Thing to be conſidered is, how | 


we ought to deal by him, ſo as to continue in bis Goodneſs, and ſecure to 
ourſelves the great Bleſſings we enjoy, And 


Firſt, as we ſhould bear in Mind a thankful Senſe of that Goodneſs to 


which we are ſo much indebted, and from which as from an exuberant 
and inexhauſtible Fountain all our Happineſs flow, ſo we ſhould 


humbly and devoutly own our Dependance upon him for future 
Good. In doing this we are warranted not only by the Directions of his 


holy Word, though that were Warrant enough, but alſo by the common 


Practice of Mankind, the Belief of a divine Interpoſition, eſpecially in 


Matters of War, having I think, prevailed in al Ages of the World, and 


. among all Nations. 


Various have been the Methods, in which this Notion has expreſſed it- 
ſelf, and the Degrees to which it has been carried. HoMER's Gods are 
n 


i 


| repreſented as actually coming down from Heaven, and perſonally en- 
gaging in thoſe Battles he deſcribes, or ſending their favourite Captains 


and Heroes celeſtial Armour. Agreeably to this poetical, and indeed to 
the more general Notion of a divine Interpoſition, the Greeks, and after 


them the Romans, as alſo the ancient Perfians, ſeldom engaged in War, 


till they had firſt conſulted the Will of theſe ſuppoſed Deities by Divi- 
nation, and ſought their Favour and Protection by Sacrifices and Prayers. 


But beſides having Recourſe to Prayers, Sacrifices, Divinations, and the 


| like Methods of Piety, when going to War, it was alſo uſual with them 


to give their Soldiers the Teſera, as it was called, juſt before the Battle 


began. This was ſome Word, or Sentence, deſigned as a Signal of At- 


tack, and which, while it led them to hope for Victory, led them alſo 
to aſcribe Victory, when obtained, to the Aid of ſome divine Power. 
Such were thoſe of Cyrus. —— JueiTER (a) is our Leader and Ally. 
—— JUPITER (6) our Captain and Preſerver. | 


The 7. era being given out by the General, it was from him ſounded 


through the whole Army. After which they advanced to Battle, 


ſinging as they uſually did, the Praiſes of ſome Deity or Hero. Thus 
amongſt the ancient Perfians, after the Teſera had gone round, the 


 Paan began, or Hymn to CasToR and PoLLux ; as alſo among the 


Normans, 


{a) Qa cl ut H- Cyropœd. Lib. III. 
(9) Aia cornęc xt wynporn. Ib. Lib. VII. 
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Normans, (c) who ſung the Praiſes of Rollo. The Deſign of all theſe 
religious Cuſtoms was, partly to expreſs their Dependance on a divine : 
Power, and partly that by inſpiring the Soldiers with a warlike Enthu- 
Gaſm, ariſing from a Perſuaſion that ſome Hero or Deity was preſent with 


them, and fighting for them, they might, as XENopHoN obſerves, (d) be 
leſs afraid of their Enemies, as indeed they would. 


Such was the Piety of the Ancients, i in which they have been followed 
by ſome of the Moderns. CHARLES the XIIth of Sweden uſually began 


his Battles with theſe Words, ce With the Aſſiſtance of God,” which 


being ſounded through his whole Army, the Attack began. Something 


of the ſame Kind ſeems to have been practiſed by our Pru/ian Hero, be- 
fore the famous Battle of Roſbach, the Conſequence of which was, that 
the Soldiers being inſpired with a kind of religious Fury, ruſhed with ir- 

reſiſtable Violence and Impetuoſity upon their Enemies, and almoſt in- 
ſtantly broke and routed them. 


Upon the whole, in ſeeking the Protection of almighty God, when we 
are going to War, and then aſcribing to him thoſe Advantages and Vic- 
tories we obtain over our Enemies; we not only follow, as was ſaid be- 
fore, the Directions given us in his holy Word, but the common Practice 
of Mankind, and the Examples of thoſe Nations and who have 


ever been deemed the wiſeſt and braveſt. 
Why 


(e) To theſe we may add the Jews, as in that Inſtance of Gip ox, Judges vii. 18. The Sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon, And perhaps that of the Plalmilt, three Times ** Pſal. cxviii. Is the Name 
of the Lord will J defray them. 

(4) Cyropœd. Lib. III. 
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Why then ſhould it be thought unfit, or unneceſſary in us, humbly and 
thankfully to own with them, particularly with that great General and 
Conqueror, CR us —— That God is our Leader and Ally. Our Cap- 
tain and Preſerver. Or with the royal Pſalmiſt, that he is our Shield, 
our high Tower, our Rock of Defence.——That He has won for us thoſe 
Victories we have gained —— Has raiſed us to that Height of Glory to 
which we have reached, and having made us what we are, a mighty and 
terrible People, can alone ſupport us in this Character, and make us till 
the Dread, as well as Envy of our Enemies. 


But while we are thus ſenſible of our Dependance upon almighty God 
for future Victories and Succeſſes, and thus grateful to him for thoſe we 
have already obtained, let us not weakly imagine this will alone ſecute his 
Favour and Protection. To our Piety we muſt add Virtue, to our 
Prayers, Endeavours. At the ſame Time that we apply to him for 
Help, we muſt do what we can to help ourſelves ; muſt fight for our 
Country valiantly, and from a real and undiſſembled Spirit of Patrio- 
tiſm, muſt be true to its Intereſts, preferring the publick, to our o-. n 
private Good. We muſt alſo be ſober, temperate, juſt ; —— muſt 
practiſe the Duties of Humanity as well as Piety, exerciſe Compaſſion as 
well as Devotion, and ſhow that we have not only Faith towards God, 
but Honous and good Faith towards Man. In ſhort, muſt be in all Re- 
ſpects Go0d Good to one another, and to all Mankind. 


If we thus continue in the Goodneſs of God, by making ſo worthy an Uſe 
of it, then may we reaſonably hope, ſtill to continue a mighty and proſ- 
perous Nation, abounding as we do at this Time, in Wealth, Glory, 


and 
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ind Peace.—But if degenerating from our ancient piety and Virtue, we 


grow profane and immoral, grow luxurious and intemperate, venal and 
perfidious, —— if preferring private Good to that of the Publick, we aim 
at nothing but to indulge ourſelves in Indolence and Pleaſure, and as a 
Conſequence of this unhappy and depraved Turn, grow foft and effemi- 
nate, what can we reaſonably expect, but to be forſaken of God, and by 
him caſt'down from that Height of Greatneſs and Power, to which he 
has raiſed us. 


| = | 8 
For though to the virtuous and obedient he is infinitely gracious and 


merciful, yet to thoſe who abuſe his Goodneſs, and trifle with his Pa- 
tience, he can be terribly ſevere: Witneſs the many and great Examples 
of powerful Cities, Kingdoms and Empires, which by his juſt Diſpleaſure 
have been overthrown and deſtroyed. As therefore we have taken a View 
of the Goodneſs of God to us who fand, and conſidered what Uſe we are 
to make of that, let us now, on the other Hand, bebold his Severity on 
them that fell, that from their Fate we * learn what ours muſt be, if 
our Deſerts are the ſame. 


What then became of the unhappy People, of whom the Apoſile is 
ſpeaking in our Text, the eus? Were they not cut off? And was it not 
for their Wickedneſs ? Why were Sodom and Gomorrah deſtroyed | ? Becauſe 


their Cry was great, and their Sin very grievous. Gen. xviii. 20. But 


paſſing by theſe, and many other Inſtances of the divine Severity, that 
might be mentioned, let us obſerve what befel the four great Monarcbies, 
as they are juſtly called, they having been the greateſt, and moſt conſi- 


derable that ever were in * World; I mean, the AHrian, the Perſia _ 
the 


1 


the Grecian, the Roman; with Reſpe& to which, we may obſerve in ge- 
neral, that riſing one after another to an amazing Height of Power and 
Greatneſs, they alſo fell one after another into total and abſolute Deftruc- 
tion, being caſt down by their Vices from that Glory and Magnificence, 
to which their Virtues had raiſed them, But let us view them a little 
more particularly. 


Nineveh being deſtroyed, Babylon became the chief Seat of the Aſyrian 
Empire, the firſt of the four; and growing, like Nineveb, very corrupt 
and wicked, God, to puniſh it, ſtirred up the Medes and Perſians againſt 
it, who, after long preſſing it with a Siege, took it. Wickedneſs was not 

only the remote and general, but the immediate and particular Cauſe of 
the Deſtruction of this great City. For there happening to be a publick 
Feſtival during the Siege, the People of Babylon gave themſelves up fo 
entirely to their wonted Riot and Luxury, that they forgot to ſecure the 
Gates of the City that croſſed the River. This being obſerved by the 
Perſians, they ruſhed in upon them, and having eaſily cut their Way 
through the drunken few Soldiers that oppoſed them, marched directly to 
the Palace, where the King, with his Princes, Wives and Concubines, was 
drinking Wine out of the ſacred Veſſels, which NRBUchHADNEZ Z AR his 
Father had carried away from the Temple at Jeruſalem ; therein affront- 


ing God, by applying to a profane and riotous Uſe, what had been ſet 
apart to his Service, 


This was the BELSHAZZAR we read of in DaxiEr, who by a Hand- 
writing on the Wall was told, that his Kingdom ſhould be given to the 


Medes and Perfjans (e), which accordingly it was that very Night, the 
T- B. | King, 


S 


(e) Dan. v. 28. 
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King, and moſt of his 1 1 ſlain ſoon fie the Hand- 


writing appeared. 


And now the Perſians, having taken this vaſt City, and ſubdued 
the prodigious Empire to which it belonged, became Maſters of the 
World: Nor was there ever a more virtuous People than they, nor a 
Prince more juſtly beloved and honoured, than CyRus their General, 
by whom the City was taken. Hiſtory gives us a moſt amiable Account 
of his Clemency, Juſtice, Temperance, Valour, and Piety. This indeed 
was the Character of the whole Nation of the Per/ians at this Time. But 
having conquered the luxurious and effeminate Afyrians, they fell in with 
their corrupt Manners, and from being a hardy and temperate People, 


grew ſoft and delicate, and were ripening apace for Deſtruction, 


In the mean Time there was a little Nation riſing up in the World, no 
leſs famous for its Virtues than the Perſaus had been; nor leſs ſo for its 
Battles and Victories: I mean the Greeks, who, waxing great, drew upon 
themſelves the Envy and Jealouſy of the Perſſans, who, at laſt, were re-. 
ſolved to ſubdue them. In order to this, 


80 vaſt an Army was ed n that the Earth, as it were, 


groaned under the Weight of it, and Rivers, over which it marched, are 


ſaid to have been drank up by it. It was the greateſt Force we read of any 


where, or perhaps that ever took the Field ; and yet it was raiſed to ſubdue 


only a Handful of Men in Compariſon. But this Handful of Men were vir- 
tuous ; were brave ; were mighty Lovers of Liberty and their Country, and 
had been taught never to turn their r Backs upon an Enemy, though its Su- 
. periority 
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1 
periority of Numbers were ever ſo great, but rather to fall Ar on the 
F ield of Battle. 


Agreeably to this Maxim, they boldly faced the prodigious Army of the 
Perſians raiſed to ſubdue them, and by their amazing Valour, aided, no 
doubt, by that Power which always favours and protects the Virtuous, 
routed and deſtroyed it. Not long after this, they overthrew the whole 
Perfian Empire. — And now being Maſters of the World, they, like its 
former Maſters, by imitating the corrupt Manners of thoſe whom they 
had conquered and ſubdued, grew ſoft, voluptuous, effeminate, and in 
Time loſing their ancient Piety and Virtue, loſt their Valour, and together 
with that, the Favour and Protection of almighty God. 


While the Greeks were fnking i in Luxury and effeminate Soda the 
Romans, another ſmall People, by the Force of their Virtues, and the Fa- 
vour of divine Providence, were growing great and powerful, To them, 

therefore, at laſt, the Greeks fell a Sacrifice, as the Perſjans had done to 
the Greeks, and the Myrians to them. And now the World having once 
more changed its Maſters, theſe, like the reſt, changed their Manners, and 
in Time met the ſame Fate. In ſhort, the Romans, having by their hor- 
rible Corruptions, their Pride, Luxury, and Impiety, drawn upon them- 
ſelves the Diſpleaſure of God, were invaded by the Goths, Vandals, Oftro- 
 goths, Vifgoths, and I know not how many other Sorts of wild and ſa- 
vage People, who, pouring upon them like a Deluge from the North, 
overwhelmed and deſtroyed them. 


\. Such was the Fate of theſe great and mighty Empires, which from 
ſpreading themſelves over the greateſt Part of the known World, came to 
nothing. 


1 
nothing (V). For as Virtue had raiſed them high in the Favour of God, 


and made them great and powerful, ſo Vice caſt them down and de- 
ſtroyed them: And the ſame Effect will ever follow from the ſame Cauſe, 


If then we would continue to be the oreat and proſperous People we 
are, we muſt continue To BE vIRT os; otherwiſe our Greatneſs will 
by no Means protect us. For are we mightier than thoſe powerful Na- 
tions mentioned above, or more renowned for our Triumphs and Vidories 
than they once were ? ] believe not. — Do we then think, that God will 
© overlook our Wickedneſs for the Sake of our Profeſſion, and fave us from 
deſerved Deſtruction, becauſe, as Chriſtians and Proteſtants, we are his 
People? I am afraid not. For were not the Jews his People? Yet 
when they ſinned, did not he puniſh them ? And though he bore with 
| them a long while; and perhaps the longer for being his People, yet, did 
he not at laſt utterly deſtroy them as a Nation, ſcattering them abroad up- 
on the Face of the whole Earth, and making them, as they are to this 
Day, Fugitives and Vagabonds, Let us then fear the juſt Diſpleaſure and 
Severity of God.; and not promiſe ourſelves the Continuance of national 
Proſperity, on any other Ground than national Virtue. 


I would not only charitably hope, but I really believe, that we have ſtill 

as much of this laſt, as any other Nation in the World. God grant that 
we may continue in the Poſſeſſion of it. May we till be brave and 
honeſt ; till ſhew good Faith to the Nations round about us; ſtill be 
the Aſſerters and Defenders of publick Liberty and Religion; till the 
Scourge of Tyranny and lawleſs Power; ſtill be OR in ſubduing 
our 


Excepting the Perſian who are, chough fallen greatly from their ancient Power and Tt 
People to this Day. 
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our Enemies; ſtill merciful ta them when ſubdued ; thus ſhewing, that 
we are actuated, not by a puſillanimous Spirit of Revenge, which is al- 
ways cruel and bloody, but by a-juſt and manly Reſentment ; which, as 
it ariſes from a due Senſe of our own, and the natural Rights of Man- 
' Kind, will, after theſe Rights are properly ſecured, by humbling the 
Pride, and breaking the unrighteous Power of thoſe who invade them, 
drop of its own Accord, and give Way to the equally generous and he- 


roic Workings of Pity and Humanity. 


To theſe great Virtues, let us add Temperance and Sobriety, cultivating 
at the fame Time, and with the greateſt Attention and Care, that Harmony 
and good Agreement one with another, by Means of which we are ſo 
happy in ourſelves, as well as ſo formidable to our Enemies. And let us 
crown all our Virtues with ſincere and undiſſembled Piety to almighty 

God. — With Gratitude and Thankfulnefs to him for his paſt Mercies, 

and a humble Senſe of our Dependance upon him for future Safety and 
Happineſs. — Thus virtuous, and thus religious may we be; that ſo we 
may ſecure to ourſelves the Favour of God, and be preſerved from that 
| Ruin and Deſtruction, into which fo many Kingdoms, and Cities, and 
| Nations, once renowned for Wealth and Power, have fallen; and into 

which we ourſelves, great as we are, muſt expect fome Time or other to 
fall, if by our Vices and Impieties we provoke the divine Diſpleaſure. 
Behold th en, O Britain, be Goeaneſs and Severity of Ged : an them that own 
Severi 'y; but towards thee Gooanefs, if thou continue in that Goodneſs : other - 


wiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut of; - 


— — — PPP ˙ 0 w open oregon - — — —— — 2 —— ———————çꝙ—ꝙ—7 — * 1 — — 


Publiſhed by the ſame Author, and ſold by F. Buckland, in Pater-nofter- 
row; C. Henderſon, at the Royal-Exchange ; 6. Wooafall, at Charing- 
Croſs ; and T. Toft, at Chelmsford. 


J. | IV E Letters, containing, Let. I. and II. Scripture Proofs of a ſe- 
parate intermediate State of Exiſtence after Death; with an An- 
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ſtitution, both as an Interval of Reſt from bodily Labour, and a Seaſon for we 
religious Knowledge, Piety, and Devotion. ; 
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